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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, October 4, 2004, at 12:30 p.m.

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS.)

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

0O, God, who sends showers to soften
the soil and cause plants to sprout, You
are the source of all life. You have
challenged us to number our days, not
our weeks, months, or years. Give us
wisdom to comprehend the brevity and
uncertainty of our life’s journey. For-
give us when we boast about tomorrow,
forgetting that our times are in Your
hands.

Today, bless our lawmakers and their
staffs. Remind them that they belong
to You and that You will order their
steps. As they wrestle with complex
issues, help them seek Your wisdom
and guidance. Empower them as stew-
ards of Your bounty, as You make
them faithful in the vocation to which
You have called them.

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.

Senate

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2004

SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President,
morning to everyone.

Today, we once again will return to
the intelligence reform legislation
sponsored by Senators COLLINS and
LIEBERMAN. This week, we have made
steady progress. As we set out, we will
be completing this bill in the near fu-
ture, but we have a number of amend-
ments. I thank both of the managers
for their patience and willingness to
work through a maze of amendments.

We had all amendments submitted 2
days ago and all the language for the
amendments as of yesterday. The man-
agers and staff and Senators have been
working hard over the course of the
night to look at the amendments, to
address them, and to establish an order
to which they can be addressed over
today and Monday.

As announced last night, there will
be no rollcall votes today. We will have
a full day of debate with a number of
people speaking on their individual
amendments. We will continue to move
forward. A number of Senators have
committed to being present today to
offer their amendments. I thank them
in advance for their participation. I en-
courage them to talk to the managers
as to roughly when we will be dis-
cussing each of those amendments.

Monday, the plans are to stack the
votes. We will have a series of votes,
probably beginning around 3 o’clock
Monday. There will be a series of roll-
call votes beginning midafternoon. The
specific time we will announce a little
bit later today.

The Democratic leader and I have
come to the Senate floor regularly over

good

the course of the last week to comment
on the progress being made on the bill.
We will continue to monitor the
progress. The bill itself is being dis-
cussed after full hearings in August
and months and months of work, so the
objective of completing this bill in the
near future, both the internal organiza-
tion, reorganization, and external by
the time we depart, is the goal we hope
to accomplish. We need to continue
with the deliberative process, but we
do need to bring the bill to a conclu-
sion; therefore, there is a sense of ur-
gency to have Members come to the
Chamber and discuss their amend-
ments.

We had, as of 4 o’clock yesterday, 233
filed amendments. The Senate has con-
sidered 34 amendments thus far, and 15
have been adopted, 5 tabled, and 14 are
still pending.

Having said that, cloture may be a
necessary tool. Again, the Democrat
leader and I have been in consultation.
We first mentioned cloture a couple
days ago. It is a tool we might use. I
point out that amendments that have
been filed that are ready to be consid-
ered right now and even after cloture
will remain, and we have 30 hours and
could consider, of course, at that point
all germane amendments.

I will be in consultation with the
Democratic leader over the course of
the day. We will have a full day today.
I appreciate everyone’s consideration.

We are also—not on the Senate floor
but in a task force—considering the
Senate’s oversight of intelligence and
homeland security. A number of people
are asking: What is the appropriate ve-
hicle? We are concentrating through
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